
AP Art History

Advanced Placement Art History

This course will provide students with college level instruction in the history of art. 
Students will examine major forms of artistic expression from the past and present and 
from a variety of cultures. Students will learn to look at these works of art critically, with 
intelligence and sensitivity, and to articulate what they see or experience. 

Student assessment occurs at a variety of levels throughout the lesson and course. 
Students are assessed via oral assessment and other synchronous sessions.  Actual 
course assessment types include student assessed work, auto-graded, partially auto-
graded, and totally instructor graded assignments.

Primary Text
Kleiner, F. S., & Christin J. M. (2004). Gardner’ s Art Through the Ages (12th ed.). 
Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co.

Supplementary Texts
Adams, L. S. (2002). Art Across Time (2nd ed.). Burr Ridge, IL: McGraw-Hill College.

Stokstad, M. (2005). Art History (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Image access
Students have immediate, continuous and uninterrupted access to all the visual 
materials in the class which are embedded in the course pages and/or linked to safe, 
reliable websites.  Furthermore, students have the ability to manipulate these materials, 
which include single images, simultaneous double presentations and "live" virtual tours, 
through various media viewers.

Additional Resources
• Resources:

o Gardner's Art Through the Ages   
o Artcyclopedia   
o Art Lexicon   
o Pronunciation Guide    
o Art History Resources   

• Painting and Sculpture Sites
o Art Renewal Center  
o Mark Harden's Artchive  
o The Web Gallery of Art   
o The Web Museum   

• Architecture Sites
o Digital Imaging Project   

Page 1 of 7

http://www.bluffton.edu/~sullivanm/index/index3.html
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/
http://www.wga.hu/
http://artchive.com/ftp_site.htm
http://www.artrenewal.org/index.html
http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html
http://www.wadsworth.com/art_d/templates/student_resources/0155083155_gardner/pronguide.html
http://www.artlex.com/
http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20b&product_isbn_issn=0155083155&discipline_number=37
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o Great Buildings   
o Structurae     

Assignments

• Terms (weekly in class, five minutes) 
• Multiple-Choice (weekly in class, ten minutes)
• Short Answer (bi-weekly in class, ten minutes)
• Essay (bi-weekly in class, 30 minutes)
• Oral Quiz (monthly in class, two minutes)
• Virtual Museum Project (prepared outside of class and due at the end of each 

month)
• Museum Visit Report (arranged outside of class and due at the end of each 

month)

First Semester Schedule
Week Scope and Sequence Concepts Assignments*

1
Class Introduction and 
Prehistoric Art

-Art, art history and 
cultural literacy
-Looking at art
-Writing about art

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

2

Ancient Near Eastern 
Art: Sumerian, 
Akkadian, Babylonian, 
Assyrian and Persian 
art

-Analyzing Sculpture
-Basic sculptural 
techniques
-Introduction to Patronage

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

3
Egyptian Art: Old, 
Middle and New 
Kingdom

-Basic architectural 
vocabulary
-Conventions and canons

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz

4 Aegean Art: Cycladic, 
Minoan and 
Mycenaean art 

-Introduction to 
Abstraction
-Introduction to the 
elements of design

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
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http://www.structurae.net/
http://www.greatbuildings.com/gbc.html
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-Line and contour
-Fresco technique -Museum Visit

5
Greek Art: Geometric 
and Classical

-Basic ceramic techniques
-Orders of architecture 
-Representing the human 
figure

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

6
Greek Art: Late 
Classical and 
Hellenistic

-Analyzing Architecture
-Expressionism vs. 
idealism
-Comparative analysis

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

7 Etruscan & Roman 
Republican Art

-Roman architectural 
technology 
-Introduction to painting 
perspective
-Illusionism 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz

8 Roman Imperial Art

-Art as propaganda
-“D amnatio memoriae”

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit

9 Early Christian Art

-Contextualizing art
-Christian Iconography

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

10 Byzantine Art

-Art and authority 
-Space and light in 
architecture

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

11 Islamic Art

-Art and conflict -Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz
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12

Early Middle Ages Art: 
Viking, Hiberno-Saxon, 
Carolingian and 
Ottonian art

-Illuminated manuscripts
-Organic vs. geometric

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit

13 Romanesque Art

-Art and Pilgrimage -Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

14 Northern Gothic Art

-Architectural innovation
-Stained glass technique 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

15
Italian Gothic Art: 
International Style and 
the Sienese School

-Analyzing painting
-Tempura technique 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz

16 Northern 15th Century 
Art

-Altarpieces -Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit
-Semester Exam

Second Semester Schedule

17 Early Italian 
Renaissance

-Classicism
-Painting perspective

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

18 High Italian Renaissance 
I

-Changing of the role of 
the artist
-Oil painting techniques I

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
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-Essay

19 High Italian Renaissance 
II 

-"Colorito" vs. "Desegno"
-Elements of design and 
composition

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Short Answer
-Virtual Museum Project

20 Northern Renaissance

-Printmaking
-Comparison of Italian 
and Northern 
Renaissance styles

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

21 Italian Baroque

-Comparison of Early 
Renaissance, High 
Renaissance and 
Baroque styles
-Papal patronage and 
the Counter-Reformation

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz

22 Northern Baroque & 
Rococo

-Regal patronage
-Oil painting techniques 
II
-Still life, landscape and 
the metaphor
-Portraiture techniques
-Escapism 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit

23

19th Century I: 
Neoclassicism, 
Romanticism and 
American Landscape 
painting

-Art and 
Imperialism/Colonialism/ 
Nationalism 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

24
19th Century II: Realism, 
American Realists and 
Impressionism

-The Salon Tradition -Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

25

19th Century III: Post 
Impressionism, 
Symbolism, Art Nouveau 
and the "Fin-de-Siecle"

-Impressionistic color 
theory
-Early photographic 
techniques
-Age of the Avant-Garde

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz
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26
19th Century IV: Late 
19th Century sculpture 
and architecture 

-Modern architectural 
innovations

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit

27

20th Century I: Fauvism, 
German Expressionism, 
Cubism, Purism, 
Futurism and 
Precisionism

-Modernism
 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

28

20th Century II: Dada, 
Surrealism, Fantasy art, 
Suprematism, 
Constructivism, De Stijl, 
Bauhaus, Art Deco and 
Organic art

-Formalism vs. 
expressionism -Terms (spelling, definition 

and application)
-Multiple-Choice (text-
based)
-Essay

29

20th Century III: Abstract 
Expressionism, Post 
Painterly Abstraction, 
Minimalism, Pop Art, 
Superrealism, 
Environmental art, Neo-
Expressionism

-Abstraction vs. Non-
objective art 
-Modern sculptural 
techniques
-Conceptual art

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer
-Oral Quiz

30

20th Century IV: 
Modernist and Post 
Modernist architecture, 
20th Century political art 
and new technologies 
art

-Post Modernism 
-Feminist art 

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Essay
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit

31
Non- European Tradition 
I: Asian Art and the Art 
of India

-Comparison with 
European art
-Influence on European 
art

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
-Multiple-Choice (slide-
based)
-Short Answer

32 Non- European Tradition 
II: African Art and the 
Indigenous Arts of 
Africa, the Americas & 
Oceania

-Comparison with 
European art
-Influence on European 
art

-Terms (spelling, definition 
and application)
- Oral Quiz 
-Virtual Museum Project
-Museum Visit
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-Final Exam
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